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I IN MEMORIAM 
Professor A. A. Aardal 
1887 -1951 
I 
Wartburg College, its alumni and student body, and the Waverly community 
suffered a severe shock when Professor A. A. Aardal passed away on Septem-
ber 3, 1951. His untimely passing came as a complete shock. There were no 
indications that he was ill. 
Albert Anderson Aardal was born in Norway on the 17th of April, 1887. When 
he was 16 years old he came to the United States a part of that immigrant stream 
Pro!essor A. A. Aardal 
that brought physical and spiritual 
vigor to our country's life. To estab-
lish himself in the ways of America 
he enrolled in the academy of Con-
cordia College in Moorhead, Minne-
sota. In this academy he found 
himself in the company of a student 
body made up in large part of 
young men like himself who were 
foreign-born and were seeking an 
open door into the opportunities of 
life in this new land. For many of 
these students the academy became 
the gateway to eminence in politics, 
business and the professions and on 
most of them it imprinted rugged 
traits of character rooted deeply 
in the Christian faith. 
At this academy, too, Mr. Aardal 
began his connection with Christian 
High Education, as the Church 
knows and practices it, and to this 
cause he devoted 26 years of his 
mature life. 
He completed his college education at the University of Wisconsin where he 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree. 
In 1916, during' World War I, he enlisted in the United States Army as a 
private and served overseas. He had the distinction of receiving a direct com-
mission on the field as a second lieutenant. In 1919 he received his discharge 
with this rank. 
He taught at Concordia College from 1919 to 1924 and then resigned to go to 
Iowa State College at Ames from 1925 to 1930, where he both taught and 
.studied and where he received the Master of Science degree. 
In 1930 he began his teaching service at Wartburg College and served Wart-
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burg without interruption in the department of physics and mathematics until 
his death on Sept{'mber 3-- a period of 21 years. 
On June 20, 1920, he was united in marriage to Alice Jensen. To this union 
three daughters were born: Ann, Jane, and Emmajean. After 16 years of 
married happiness .\frs. ,\ardal was called from his side through death in 
1936. From that day he accepted as a solemn obligation the fulfillment of a 
covenant with his life partner to see to it, as God gave him the strength, that 
the children would receive a complete and Christian education. 
One of his major activities at Wartburg was a very active participation in 
the affairs of the campus building and development committee. The latest 
building project on the campus was to have housed his department iu an 
entirely new laboratory. 
Professor Aardal was widely interested in public affairs. He was a member 
of the Waverly Cit1y Council for ten years, a member of the Waverly Rotary 
Club for fifteen years, a member of the Waverly Chamber of Commerce, and 
a member of the church council of St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 
Professor Aardal was more than a teacher of subjects. To him the individual 
in his class was the important thing. Professor Aardal was an inspiration to 
all of his many students. 
A. w. SWENSON 
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Thomas Hume Bissonnette 
1885 -1951 
With the death on November 30, 1951 of Thomas Hume Bissonnette, J. Pier-
pont Morgan Professor of Biology, Trinity lost another of its great teachers, a 
scientist of international fame, and one of the personalities which molded the 
Trinity of the past Twenty-five years. 
Never having taught one of the numerically large courses and harrassed in 
recent years by ill-health, he is perhaps not known as vividly by the present col-
lege community as that of earlier years. But a large group of physicians 
remember him as one who not only taught them but who helped them to 
maturity of intellect and of personality. The older faculty members remember 
him as one to whom they turned with trust and confidence when the faculty 
needed leadership and some one with courage. 
Radiating an inward integrity and a fierce passion for truth, justice and 
excellence of performance, he turned his mark into his students. While con· 
stantly engaged in research, he was primarily a teacher; his duties to his 
students and to the College took precedence over his personal studies. Every stu· 
dent was a challege of whom to make something; every class was awaited with 
impatient enthusiasm; every closing bell a personal insult. As a teacher he 
was able to combine old-fashioned drill with the development of individual 
student initiative and responsibility. In his classes, students learned public 
speaking, expository writing and the use of reason as a solution to problems 
instead of emotion, unquestioned authority, and prejudice. They also gained 
a large collection of stories, a view of behind the scenes, scientific biography, 
and the impact of a rich and complex personality. A free thinker in the best 
sense of the word, his ideas expressed in class furnished meat and impetus to 
many a college "bull-session." 
He was born in 1885 in Dundas, Ontario, into the family of a Canadian 
physician. He began the medical curriculum at Queens University, ·but the 
death of his father made continuation of this study financially impossible. For 
a numlier of years he taught a variety of grades and subjects in different 
public schools in Canada. He enlisted in the Canadian Army in World War I, 
and was gassed and blinded temporarily at the front in France. Although he 
became an American citizen in 1931, his Scottish ancestry, his British back-
ground, and his war service in both the Canadian and British Armies was a 
constant satisfaction and source of pride. Worry over the fate of Britain in 
the early years of World War II helped undermine his health. He was able 
also to contribute to World War II in uniform, serving for a year at the U. S. 
Army University at Biarritz, France and in Germany. 
After World War I, he entered the University of Chicago from which he 
received his Ph.D. in 1923 and where .he met and married his wife, Julia 
Powers. After two years as Professor of Biology at Coe College, he came to 
Trinity in 1925. 
Already forty years of age, and with no published research except that oc-
curring from his graduate studies, he plunged into a scientific career with the 
vigor and enthusiasm of a youngster. At his death he had almost ninety 
scientific papers to his credit, and was recognized as a world authority on the 
reproductive cycles of birds and mammals. 
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He was one of those fortunate scientists who are able to make one of the 
larger generalizations in his field. Never a scientific politician nor one to 
junket about the world on self-advertising tours. he was starred in the American 
Men of Science, one of the major honors which ran happen to a scientist, and 
he received one prize of $1000, the Walker Grand Prize from the Boston Society 
of Natural History. While he worked indefatigably at his research, it was 
never a life"s work but a life's pleasure. 
Jn one other area, he gained national fame; that was as the director of the 
summer course in lnYertehrate Zoology at the 1\farine Biological Laboratory at 
Woods Hole, :\Jass. Between 1926 and 1941 there passed through his class a 
great number of the people who were to become the future professional biolo-
gists of America. 
With such a love for teaching, it was fitting that he held his classes on the 
morning of the day he was stricken by a series of fatal cerebral hemorrhages. 
J. WENDELL BURGER 
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Clarence Percy Cook, M.D. 
1871 - 1951 
Clarence Percy Cook was born January 18, 1871, second of four children, 
the son of Ortho Perry Cook and Mary E. Bennett Cook, four miles south of 
Iowa in the state of Missouri. 
He came to Des Moines in 1892, where he attended the Highland 
Park School of Pharmacy and later was graduated from the Valparaiso, 
Indiana, School of Pharmacy. Following his academic education at Northern 
Independent Normal School from which he was graduated in 1895, he taught 
school in Iowa for three years. 
Doctor Cook was graduated from the College of Physicians and Surgeon>;, 
Keokuk, in 1898 and was licensed in Iowa in 1898. He located in Otley, Iowa, 
where he was in general practice for seven years. He then moved to Watrous, 
New Mexico, because of the illness of his wife. He engaged in the generd 
practice of medicine there until Mrs. Cook died in 1910. He married Frances 
Hanson, June 28, 1916. She passed away November 16, 1946. He is survived 
by Mrs. Gertrude Cook, two sisters, two nieces and two nephews. 
In 1911, he entered the senior class of the University of Colorado School of 
Medicine. Following this he did postgraduate work in eye, ear, nose and 
throat in New Orleans, Willis Hospital in Philadelphia, and in Vienna. 
He returned to Des Moines in 1912, where he practiced this specialty until 
his passing. He was on the staffs of the Iowa Methodist, Iowa Lutherans and 
Broadlawns hospitals. He was a member of the Iowa State Medical Society; 
and was a member of the Fifty Year Club. Life membership was bestowed 
upon him by the Polk County Medical Society in 1948. He also held member-
ship in the American Medical Association, the Des Moines Academy of 
Ophthalmology and Oto-Laryngology and the Alumni Association of the Uni-
versity of Colorado. 
His hobbies were many and well diversified. He enjoyed golf, hunting, fish· 
ing and all sports. He also was a naturalist and in his travels was able to 
identify the various trees by their bark and leaves. He enjoyed photography, 
especially in color. He was a great reader of profound literature. He always 
maintained a large library where one was able to choose reading to suit the 
fancy. He was very fond of poetry and could quote at will to fit the occasion. 
He also composed a number of poems. His favorite, "My Garden", interpreted 
his philosophy of life. 
Doctor Cook always remembered his obligation to the community and sub-
scribed generously. He was a great favorite of his paticents, especially the older 
group, because of his kindness and devotion, even though their afflictions could 
not be removed. 
My association with him for thirty-one years was always most pleasant. He 
was a sincere friend. He is greatly missed by those who knew him and his 
memory will be everlasting. 
H. E. RANSOM, M. D. 
This memorial was prepared by and reprinted with the permission of the 
Polk County Medical Society. 
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Thomas Jefferson l<'itzpatrick 
1868- 1952 
Thomas Jefferson Fitzpatrick, a Fellow of the Iowa Academy of Scienct 
since 1894, was born in Centerville, Iowa, on April 2, 1868, and died on March 
28, 1952, in his home at 2002 No. 68th St., Lincoln, Nebraska, follow-
ing an illness of less than two days. 
He attended Iowa Wesleyan for one term and graduated from the 
State University of Iowa with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1893 
and a Master of Science degree in 1900. Having completed his course work 
for the master's degree by 1895, he went to Graceland College, Lamoni, Iowa, 
as Professor of Mathematics and Science until 1899. Returning to Iowa City 
he received his master's degree in 1900 and for the next several years pub-
lished taxonomic papers frequently in TnE PLANT WORLD, PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE IowA AcADBIY OF SCIENCE. THE IowA JouRNAL OF H1sTORY AND Pouncs, 
THE FERN BULLETIN, and the lowA NATURALIST. 
From 1904 to 1907 he worked as a collector for the Iowa Historical Society. 
In 1908 he returned to Graceland College as Professor of Mathematics, a 
position he held until 1912 when he went to Lincoln, Nebraska. It was during 
this second stay at Graceland College that his book on Rafinesque was pub-
] ished. It has been considered that the book preserved the true picture of this 
great early American naturalist and brought recognition to a man otherwise 
considered an eccentric. As an historian Fitzpatrick was always seekinl( new 
material to defend Rafinesque, al(ainst whom many critici8m8 were made. He· 
was working on a revision of this book when he died. 
In 1913 Mr. Fitzpatrick taught science at Cotner College in Lincoln, Nebras-
ka, and the next year became a fellow at the University of Nebraska, an ap-
pointment which was renewed until 1918 when he was appointed Assistant 
Proft>ssor of Botany and Curator of the Herbarium. 
During his early years in Nebraska he was one of the many people engaged' 
in the extensive barberry eradication program sponsored by the Department 
of Agriculture. 
During summers when he helped make field collections he was a very· 
congenial and hard working member of the group. He was an indiscriminate· 
collector, hut his field notes accounted for much of the source material of twO' 
papers on the prairie of which he was co-author. Without additional funds 
and in addition to his other duties he kept the herbarium which was built up 
by Professor Charles E. Bessey. 
He taught courses in history of botany and zoology and in botanical litera-
ture at the graduate level for many years at the University of Nebraska. It 
was in these courses that he found an outlet for his intense interest in the 
history of science and made good use of his time and experience as librarian, 
for those two departments. 
In 1943 he declined President Hancher's invitation to attend the fiftieth· 
reunion of his class at Iowa City, and said " ... I am in good health, busy all' 
the time, and doing more work than I can hire done." 
He retired from University work in 194.5 still busy with the details of his' 
immense collections of books and papers which filled the entire house in which, 
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he was living as well as an adjacent one. Contact with society in his later 
years occurred mostly as he solicited papers for the History and Philosophy 
of Science Section of the Nebraska Academy of Sciences. His unhurried atti· 
tude and deliberate speech characterized the conduct of that section of which 
he was chairman for many years. Two days prior to his death Professor Fitz· 
patrick was organizing the program for this year•s meeting. 
Among all of his book collections his most valuable ones are a number of 
Linnaeus' works, considered to be one of the world's finest personally owned 
collections, and a portion of Thomas Jefferson's original 1 ihrary. He also 
possessed many pre· Linnaean classics. 
Mr. Fitzpatrick was elected a Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and was also a member of the Botanical Society of 
America, Mathematics Society, Torrey Botanical Club, American Fern Society, 
and the American Historical Association. 
On August 26, 1896, Professor Fitzpatrick was married to Mary F. Linder, 
in the Linder family home about two miles north of Iowa City. She was always 
helpful to her husband in his work, and was co-author of a few of his papers. 
She graduated from the State University of Iowa \dth a Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1886 as one of the top ten students in her class. Later she studied 
botany in Bonn, Germany, under Strasburger, Noll, Schimper, and Schenck. 
She was so devoted to her husband's work that on the day of his death, sitting 
on her cot in a room piled high with stacks of books and papers, and dressed 
rather poorly, she said with great emphasis, after admitting how busy they 
always were and how hard he had worked, "We've h&d such a happy life." 
She is now residing in the Linder family home with her two sisters. The home 
is maintained by her son Frederick Linder Fitzpatrick, a professor in Columbia 
Teachers College. A brilliant daughter, Lilian, died some years ago before 
receiving her doctorate degree at Cornell Uniw:rnity. 
ROBERT C. LoMMASSO:"i, University of Nebraska 
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Gilbert Logan Houser 
1866-1951 
In the passing of Gilbert Logan Houser on July 16, 1951, the Iowa Academy 
of Science lost one of its oldest members and the State University of Iowa the 
last of the founders of its department of zoology, a distinguished teacher and 
an efficient student of biological problems. 
Gilbert Logan Houser was born on a farm in Lee County, Iowa, on 
July 9, 1866. He attended Whitter College of Salem, Iowa, and Howe's Acad-
emy and the Iowa Wesleyan College of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, before coming to 
the University of Iowa, where he received his BSc. in 1891 and his MS. in 1892. 
His Master's thesis was done on the Dolomites of the Niagara of Iowa and was 
published in the Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. I, 1893. He became instructor 
in the Department of Natural History at the State University of Iowa in 1892, 
under Calvin. He became a fellow of the Iowa Academy of Science in 1893. 
In 1897 he published two papers in Volume 4 of the Proceedings of the Iowa 
Academy of Science: one on "The uses of formaldehyde in animal morphol-
ogy", and the other, a forecast of his doctoral research, "The nerve cells of the 
shark's brain". He completed his PhD. at Johns Hopkins in 1901, and his thesis 
on the neurones of the selachian brain was published in the Journal of Com· 
parative Neurology, Vol. XI (1901). 
He was made Assistant Professor and head of the Department of Animal 
Morphology and Physiology in 1895, which department, in 1905 became united 
with Systematic Zoology to form the Department of Zoology, under Nutting as 
head. In 1893, together with Wickham, he helped Nutting organize the 
famous Bahama Expedition, which brought a wealth of deep-sea material to 
the University of Iowa Museum of Natural History. He was collaborator on 
the American Journal of Anatomy and on the Journal of Applied Microscopy 
in their early days. He was a member of several national scientific societies, 
did work on the Iowa Geological Survey, and was president of the Iowa 
Academy of Science in 1910. His special interest in research was in the fields 
of experimental biology, cytology, and the nervous system of lower vertebrates, 
in which he directed research and published several papers. As a teacher 
and director of research he was meticulous and painstaking and expected his 
students to measure up to his standards. His many students remember with 
pleasure and profit his clear cut, well organized lectures and laboratory 
techniques. 
It is, therefore, fitting and proper that the Iowa Academy of Science, of 
which he was a life member, record this tribute to a man who has contributed 
so much to its early growth. 
His wife, Hattie Briggs Houser, preceded him in his passing by a few hours; 
they are survived by five sons to whom the Iowa Academy of Science extends 
its united and heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement. 
R. L. KING 
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Charles Reuben Keyes 
1871- 1951 
Dr. Charles Reuben Keyes, Director of the Iowa State Archaeological Survey 
since 1922 and Professor Emeritus at Cornell College, died at his home in . 
Mount Vernon on July 23, 1951. Memorial services were held in the Mount 
Vernon Methodist Church Thursd~y afternoon, July 26th. 
Although he was professor of German language and literature at Cornell 
College for 38 years, Doctor Keyes 
also conducted extensive studies in 
Iowa archaeology, ornithology, and 
the German language. He became 
widely known in all three fields, 
but it was his work on the pre-
historic Indian of Iowa that won 
him special recognition. 
Doctor Keyes' life was associated 
especially with the State of Iowa. 
He was born May 5, 1871, in Mount 
Vernon. After attending the local 
public schools, he graduated from 
Cornell College in 1894. Following 
a brief teaching experience in Iowa 
he entered Graduate .School at Har-
vard University, where he received 
his Masters Degree. Later the Doc-
tor of Philosophy degree was con-
ferred upon him by that institution. 
He also studied in Germany at the 
universities of Munich and Berlin. 
At the latter institution he attended 
a seminar on the "Archaeology of 
Charles Reuben Keyes . Western Europe." 
For three years Doctor Keyes 
taught at the University of California at Berkeley. He then returned to teach 
at Cornell College. At the time of his retirement in 1941, he had taught 
continuously at his alma mater for thirty-eight years. 
From early boyhood he had developed an interest in the study of birds and 
of archaeological materials. As a young man he helped orga~ize in Iowa the 
first formal state-wide society devoted to the study of ornithology, and served 
as that premier organization's second president. It was during his presidency 
that the first Annual Congress of the Iowa Ornithological Association was held 
in Iowa City, August 22-23, 1895. His records of bird observations in Eastern 
Iowa cover a period. of over fifty-five years. His bibliography (JOURNAL OF 
THE lowA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Vol. 1, No. 2, Jan., 1952, p.p. 14-16 and 
lowA Brno L1FE, Vol. 22, No. 1, March 1952, p.p. 3-4. ) contains twelve items 
on ornithology, including his study of the great horned owl reprinted in the 
Annual Report of the Smithsonian ln~titution for 1911. 
Doctor Keyes' interest in Indian artifacts was particularly stimulated during 
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his brief high school teaching experience at Norway, Iowa, in 1891-92. He 
then began to k<e<ep careful records of his field observations, and to make 
studies of available archaeological collections. This was the beginning of his 
efforts to accumulate information on the archaeology of Icnrn. During the days 
of his early interest in the prehistory of Iowa he rnadt' many trips on bicycle 
surveying riYcr banks and locating ancient Indian village sites. However, dur-
ing his lifetime more of his energy was directed toward studying available 
materials than in carrying on extensive field work. 
In April 1920 he read a paper before the Iowa Academy of Science at Iowa 
City entitled "'Some Material for the Study of Iowa Archaeology." A repre-
sentative of the State Historical Society of Iowa happened to be present, and 
requested permission to publish this paper in their JOURNAL. This was the 
beginning of Doctor Keyes' association with the State Historical Society. In 
1921 Prof. Rohrrt Wylie of the State liniwrsity of Iowa, and Director of the 
low a Lakeside Laboratory on West Okohoj i I .ake, invited Doctor Keyes to 
spend "e' era I weeb at the laboratory in order that he might make an archae-
ological surYey of that region. The latter\ st'rious field work began at that 
time. The >'ame year Doctor Keyes was made Research "\ssociate of the State 
Historical Society, 11ith the title of Director of the Irma Archaeological Survey. 
This position he retained until his death. Each summer was given over to 
archaeological work, and on his retirement from teaching at Cornell College 
he gave his undivided energy to the Survey. Excavation work in 1934 and 
1936 was conducted with the aid of the late Ellison Orr of Waukon. This work 
tended to prove their earlier surveys had been accurate. 
In 1944 Doctor Keyes was appointed Visiting Research Professor of Archae-
ology at the State University of Iowa. Although he had retired from Cornell 
College in 1941, he continued to enjoy his associations with students through 
his lectures at Iowa City and before the anthropology class at Cornell. 
Doctor KPye" was the author of numerous articles dealing with Iowa archae-
ology. Hi, ,cf1olarly background in the humanities aided him in developing 
an exceptionally pleasing popular style of writing that is unusual among 
writers in technical and scientific fields. His genial iwr,onality endeared him 
to all those he nwt. Students and academic colleag1ws alike found in him 
sympathetic under,tanding and stimulating scholarly ft'llowship. Farmers, 
business men, and others who met him in the course of his work with the 
Archaeological Survey were immediately attracted by his personal charm, his 
great wealth of archaeological information, and his earnest effort to adrnnce 
the work of the Iowa Survey. 
In a real sense Doctor Keyes was the "founding father" of Iowa archaeology. 
Under his leadership it was first given official recognition by the State. He 
placed the work on a scientific basis, set high scholarly standards, and 
aroused wide popular interest in the field. He gave early encouragement to 
the mownwnt that led to the establishment of the Effigy Mounds National 
l\Ionument. llis interest in public education for tlw conservation movement 
may he seen in the fact that he lectured at virtually el"ery session of the old 
Wildlife School at McGregor, Iowa. He also was one of the early advocates 
of an Iowa system of state parks. In vie11· of these interests it was highly 
appropriate that his ashes were scattered in nearby Palisades-Kepler State Park, 
\\hose Indian rock shelters, trees, wild f1011t'n;, and birds were so familiar 
to him. J. HAROLD ENNIS 
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Frank C. Pellett 
1879-1951 
April 28, 1951, is a landmark in the history of beekeeping. On that day, 
Frank C. Pellett left this life for the great beyond. His passing has probably 
touched more people around the earth than has the death of most any other 
individual associated with our industry. Although ailing for more than a year 
and being confined to the hospital bed for months, he was yet able to return 
to his temporary home on the old farm near Atlantic for his final days. Long 
after he was too weak to use a pencil he dictated his "Post Script" contribu-
tion to the American Bee Journal and contacted his friends making plans for 
what might be done during the season ahead. 
Frank C. Pellett was born on July 12, 1879 on a farm 3 miles northeast of 
Atlantic, Iowa. He was the son of Ambrose and Ellen Chapman Pellett. He 
attended rural school, graduating later from Atlantic High School. He then 
operated a fruit farm at Salem, Missouri, and practiced law there two years 
after being admitted to the Missouri bar in 1905. He could not develop suf-
ficient interest to continue his effort in legal work but decided to dedicate his 
life to those things which he loved so much~nature, wildlife, birds, plants, and 
bees. His home near Atlantic was set aside over 40 years ago as a wildlife 
preserve to foster native plants and native wildlife. This farm in later years, 
developed into the Honey Plant Test Garden which he developed in conjunction 
with the American Bee Journal. 
Mr. Pellett was made an honorary vice-president of the Apis Club of 
England and an honorary member of the Bee Kingdom League of Egypt. Ik 
was a long time honorary member of the Rotary Club of Atlantic and 
the Kiwanis Club of Hamilton, Illinois, and the Tri Beta of Carthage, 
lllinois. He was listed in Who's Who in America, Who's Who in English 
Literature, and American Men of Science. In 1947 he received the National 
Skelly Award for Superior Achievement in Agriculture. The national Associa-
tion of State Garden Clubs Award was presented with a special medal by the 
Iowa State Horticultural Society. He was a fellow of the Iowa State Horticul-
tural Society, the Iowa Academy of Science, and the Royal Horticultural 
Society of England. He was also a fellow of the American Association of 
Advancement of Science, and the American Association of Economic Ento-
mologists. 
Mr. ·Pellett was the author of 16 books on beekeeping, honey plants, birds and 
flowers of the wild, horticulture, and other nature subjects. He was co-
author of several other books, including his chapters in the 1946 and 1949 
editions of the "Hive and the Honeybee." His greatest contribution and service 
to the beekeeping is his book "American Honey Plants." 
He was an early contributor to the program of the Iowa Academy of Science. 
The first contribution appeared in the printed proceedings of the Academy for 
the meeting held at Grinnell, Iowa, on April 29 and 30, 1910. This was en-
titled "Mammals of Iowa, A Preliminary Annotated Catalogue of Recent Mam-
mals of Iowa." Separates followed in "Nest boxes for Woodpeckers," "Food 
Habits of the Skunk," Live History and Habits of PousTES METRICUS, SAY," 
"The Harvest Mouse of Iowa," and "Butterflies of Chance Occurance in Cass 
County." These titles indicate the wide variety of interest of Frank C. Pellett 
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and his abilitly to make himself fairly familiar with each of these fields which 
now employ specialists. It has well been said that Frank C. Pellett was of 
the "old school" of naturalists. 
It was my privilege to be closely associated with Mr. Pellett from 1915 until 
the time of his passing. During that time, he was counselor at large, not only 
for official activities but for personal problems. As a counselor, he had a 
rnry unique method of procedme. He would listen to the story of the diffi-
culties, trials, and tribulations and then, after the story was completed, he 
would say "I want to show you some new plants which have just come in for 
test" ancl, with that, the talk would drift to those things which were ahead of 
us as matters of interest and problems to be solrnd for the industry. Never 
have I heard Mr. Pellett offer any comment derogatory in any way to any indi-
vidual. I have said that he was too busy with constructive thoughts to carry 
in his mind any destructive thought about anybody or anything. This approach 
to problems is perhaps explained in part by his general philosophy of life. 
He was not on<' to impress you of extreme religious beliefs. Certainly his thought 
and manner of life was influencecl by his association with nature. His idea 
was to live and let live. 
In September of 1922, when preparing for a serious hospital experience, he 
wrote for his family, on a piece of brown wrapping paper, his philosophy of 
life. Here it is: 
l\h CREED 
The universe is mine with all t'ternity to explore. 
My limitations are only such as I myself shall make. 
No one can injure me but myself. 
The greatest calamity that can befall me is hut temporary, 
and in the light of the future will seem lmt a trifle. 
I will, therefore, lie serene, unruffled and content, 
knowing that if the thing that I desire is beyond me 
today it will come to me tomorrow. 
FLOY!l R. p AllllOCK 
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Robert Ridgley Sealock 
1907 -1951 
Robert Ridgley Sealock, Professor of Chemistry at Iowa State College, died 
suddenly A11gust 19, 1951, abruptly bringing to a close at a premature date a 
brilliant career in teaching and scientific research. 
Professor Sealock was born June 15, 1907 at Lexington, Illinois. He was 
granted the B. S. degree in 1930 by Eureka College, the M.S. degree in 1932 
by the University of Illinois, and the Ph.D. degree in 1936 by George Wash-
ington UniYersity. He served as instructor at George Washington University 
from 1935 to 1937 and as assistant and associate professor at the University of 
Rochester from 1937 to 1945. In 1945 he joined the faculty of the Department 
of Chemistry at Towa State College. 
Professor Sealock's primary scientific interests lay in the fields of physiological 
chemistry and animal nutrition. He was an authority on the subject of the water 
soluble vitamins and protein metabolism. His research work in these fields 
is embodied in some thiry-five major contributions to the scientific literature. 
The work is marked by the thoroughness and the skillful expermentation 
characteristic of scientific work of the highest order. These papers are cited 
regularly by other workers and will remain as permanent building blocks in 
the foundations of the vast structure of our scientific knowledge. 
Although Professor Sealock had been at Iowa State College only six years, 
five men had already completed their doctoral theses under his direction. He 
had also served on a large number of thesis committees as the 011tside minor 
representing chemistry. Ever generous with his time and thought, he gave 
freely to many who came to him for help. His wide knowledge of nutrition, 
his broad and fundamental grasp of chemistry, and his sound scientific ap-
proach to biological and chemical problems, placed him in a unique position 
where he was of great aid to those engaged on problems of physiology and 
nutrition. His advice was constantly sought by members of other departments 
and by workers from off the campus. 
During World War Tl, Professor Sealock served ahly as a civilian with the 
Office of Scientific Research and lleYelopment conducting research on medical 
problems. More recently he was directing research programs supported by 
the Nutrition Foundation, the Atomic Energy Commission, the Quartermaster 
Food and Container Institute for the Armed Forces, and the E. R. Squibb and 
Sons Company. 
Professor Sealock\ career was charaderized not only by zeal in the acquisi-
tion of knowledge but also by skill in its dissemination. He was a master at 
organizing material and in presenting it with clarity and vigor. He had a 
keen understandinp: of the troubles students encounter and under-graduates 
and graduates alike responded with respect and affection to the sympathetic 
and painstaking attention he so willingly devoted to their personal and aca-
demic problems. 
Professor Sealock was a member of the American Chemical Society, the 
American Society of Biological Chemists, the Ameriean Institute of Nutrition, 
The Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine, Sigma Xi, Alpha Chi 
Sigma, and Phi Lambda Upsilon. He was a fellow of the Iowa Academy of 
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Science and shortly before his death had been elected a member of The New 
York Academy of Sciences. 
Professor Sealock's death came unexpectedly and with great suddPnness from 
a heart attack while visiting his brother, Mr. Richard Sealock of Kansas City. 
Funeral services were held in Ames and interment was made in the Ames 
Municipal Cemetery. 
Mrs. Sealock and the children, Robert, Richard, Marilyn, and Joanne con-
tinue to reside in Ames. 
HARVEY DIEHL 
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Stephen W. Stookey 
1859-1951 
Stephen W. Stookey was born in Marion County, April third, 1859. He 
attended the ~Marion High School, Cornell College for two years and graduated 
from Coe College in 1884, a member of the first class to graduate from that in-
stitution under the present charter. In 1906 he was awarded the L.L.D. degree 
from his Alma ]\later. 
In 1891 he became a member of the Coe College Faculty, and, except for a 
period of six years when he served as President of Bellevue College, remained 
with Coe as Professor of Geology and Dean until his retirement. He was a 
member of Phi Kappa Phi, Sigma Xi, the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, the Iowa Academy of Science. 
Dr. Stokey was one of that gronp of scholars who laid the foundation of 
Higher Education in Iowa, and, like his contemporaries, Calvin, Norton and 
many others, was often called upon to teach subjects ontside his own field. 
He served on the Iowa Geological Survey for many years, writing the reports 
for several counties, was a member of the Bahama Expedition in 1893 and the 
Wyoming Dinosaur Expedition in 1899. His greatest contribution, however, 
during his long life of teachini:-; and administration, was the inspiration and 
guidance he gave his students. 
After his retirement from Coe, he maintained his active interest in the 
College and Community. He died on September 26, 1951, aged ninety-two 
years, honored and revered as a true representative of that gallant band who 
did so much to shape the educational and scientific development here in 
Iowa. 
BEN H. PETERSON 
Sb 
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Dr. C. E. Van Horn 
1884-1951 
The Wartburg College community suffered its second severe shock within 
ten days when Dr. C. E. Van Horn, Head of the Mathematics Department, 
passed away at noon on September 14, 1951. He had met his classes that 
morning and apparently was in good health. . 
Though Dr. Van Horn had been ailing for some time there seemed to be no 
indication that death would overtake him so abruptly. In his brief stay at 
Iii 
" 
Dr. C. E. Van Horn 
Wartburg he had endeared himself 
to his students as a true teacher, a 
taskmaster, who demanded and re-
spected perfection. He was himself 
a true scholar, highly respected for 
his intellect and ab'ility, and a . true 
friend. He was 67 and had been 
active in educational circles since 
1909. 
Dr. Van Horn, prominent in 
mathematical circles throughout the 
United States, had been with Wart-
burg College since last year. He 
came to Wartburg College from 
Fiske University in Nashville, Ten· 
nessee, where he had been since 
1929. Previous to this he had 
served as a 'pastor (1927-1929) . and 
as head of the mathematics depart-
ment of Judson College in Rangoon, 
Burma-1915-1926. He also taught 
. for two years at the Sac City Insti-
tute, Sac City, lowa- 1909-1911. 
An . eminently qualified scholar, Dr. Van Horn held degrees from 
four colleges and universities. He received his BA from Des Moines College 
in 1908, his MA from Colgate Uqiversity in 1914, and his BD from Colgate 
Theological Seminary in 1915. He completed requirements for his Ph.D. at 
the University of Chicago in 1922. 
Other studies took him . to Cambridge University in England, and to Ohio 
State University. A number of articles were published under his name, and 
in 1938 he completed a textbook in mathematics, "A Preface to Mathematics." 
Dr. Van Horn had a very keen intellect. His writings include: "An Axiom in 
Symbolic Logic" (Proceedings Cambridge Phil. Soc.), "A Relative-Existential 
Proposition Connected with the Relation of Class Membership" (Volume of 
Univ. of Chicago abstracts of Theses), "Gunn's Electro-Magnetic Theories" 
(In Proceedings of Tennessee Academy of Sciences),"The Simson Quartic of 
a Triangle" (In American Mathematical Monthly). 
Dr. Van Horn wa:s not only an eminent scholar . and authority in the· field of 
mathematics, but a profound and true teacher, who commanded the respect 
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and love of all. His contribution to the youth of several countries is a fitting 
monument and memorial. 
A. w. SWENSON 
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Jay Walter Woodrow 
1884~ 1951 
Iowa State College and the community of Ames were deeply saddened by the 
untimely death of Dr. .l. W. Woodrow on June 29, 1951. Dr. Woodrow\ life 
was distinctly inspiring to his associates, "hcther fellow scientists, fellow 
teachers, or neighbors. In the classroom his happy disposition, forceful per-
sonality, and cooperative spirit, endeared him to all, and made him an exceed-
ingly popular teacher with both undergraduate and graduatP students. 
Dr. Woodrow '"1s horn on a farm near Luwrne, Minnesota, on April 3, 
1884. Although he never attended high school, he has recci\·ed degrees from 
several colleges. After completing grade school, he attended Drake Academy 
in Des Moines from 1901 to 1903. By passinl( special examinations, he was 
admitted to Drake University and in 1907 rect·ived his bachelor of arts degn'e 
from that school. 
He was a Rhodes scholar at Oxford Cniversity in England from 1907 to 
1910, receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree in physics from there in 1910. From 
1910 to 1912 he was instructor in physics at the University of Illinois. He was 
a fellow at Yale University from 1912 to 19J:l. and receiw·d his doctor uf 
philo"J]lhy degree from Yale in 1913. Follm1 ing that, he accepted an appoint-
ment as research engineer for the Western Electric Company of New York 
from 1913 to 1914. 
Dr. Woodrow then joined the staff of the University of f:olorado as an in-
structor in physics from 1914 to 19JS, assistant professor 1916 to 1917 and pro-
fessor 191B to 1921. Hie came to Jo,,a State College as professor of phy,;i'"' in 
1921 and served continuously on the staff except in 1927 and 1928 when he was 
a Guggenheim .'\lemorial Foundation Fellow at Oxford, Cambridge and Liver-
pool. 
Dr. \'ioodrow hecanw head of the department of physics at Imrn State College 
in 1930. He received the honorary degree of doctor of la11s from Drake Cni-
versity in 1931. He served as head of the department until 1947, when he asked 
to he relieved of administrative duties. He remained active on the staff, how-
ever, until the time of his death. 
Dr. Woodrow was a member of the American Association for the Adrnnce-
ment of Science, the American Physical Society, the Optical Society of 
America, The American Association of Physics Teachers, and the Iowa Academy 
of Scien!'e. He sened as chairman of the physics sel'tion of the Iowa Academy 
of Science in 1924. He was also a member of the American Association of 
University Professors, the Iowa Association of Science Teachers, the Iowa State 
Teachers Association, the Society for the Promotion of Engineering Education, 
of Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi, Phi Kappa Phi, Gamma Alpha, and of the 
Osborn Research Clnh. 
Dr. Woodrow's publications 11erc in diversified fields and induded spectro-
scopy, ionization, hio-physics, photoclectricity and high vacuum. 
During the years 1923 to 1925 he was a member of the Iowa State College 
Athletic Council where he had a hand in shaping the conference destinies of 
the college athletic teams. In his younger years he was an outstanding foot-
ball and track athlPte both at Oxford and at Drake University, and oftPn a 
winner of m~dals an<l other honors. 
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Dr. Woodrow was widely known in Iowa for his work with dahlias and he 
was a consistent winner of ribbons at the Iowa State Fair flower show as well 
as at other flower shows. His own garden was one of the show places of 
Ames. Dr. Woodrow generously shared his flowers with others and he regu-
larly sent bouquets to the First Christian Church in Ames and to the Nlemorial 
Union on the college campus during the time that his flowers were in bloom. 
Upon his arrival in Ames, Dr. Woodrow became a member of the First 
Christian Church where he served as an elder and also as president of the 
official board. He served as chairman of the religious education committee 
and of the pulpit committee. He showed his dynamic leadership as teacher of 
the adult hom;ter Sunday school class. 
His church activities were not confined to the local field, however. He 
served on various committees under the Iowa Inter-church Council. For several 
years he was a member of the Board of Higher Education of the Deciples of 
Christ, a body which instituted general policies of the church and made plans 
for raising money for needy churches, as well as setting up educational pro-
gran1s. 
Surviving Dr. Woodrow are ~!rs. Woodrow, one daughter, Mrs. l\Iargaret 
Woodrow Mahler and three grandchildren, Judith, Nancy and Donald Jay, all 
of Corvallis, Oregon; and one brother, C. A. Woodrow of Schenectady, New 
York. 
HERBERT J. PLAGGE 
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